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For the Abolition of Capitalism, and the Cooperative Production and Distribution of all Wealth 


(■oloutaitioii Kcbemcs Ih tbut iiieu wbo 
would otbc-i-wiKe oxpend tbuir strength 
ill the revolutionary luoremeut become 
sidi'-tracked by their colony ideas and 
tlielr. energies are alisorbed in chan¬ 
nels wliere the good to the cause is 
reduci-d to the uduiuiuni. The toller, 
tile drudge, the liuuiaii machine and 
tile cliild slave thus have their deliv¬ 
erance extended so lutieh farther into 
the fulurei In (ieriiiany and France, 
and even in Knglaiid, wherr there are 
no colony distractions, the energies 
(it the revolutionists are centered on 
the main Issue, aud great revolu¬ 
tionary i>olitical partli^s are the result. 
It is high time the same was time 
of America, where not only the wage 
slave, but the whole society is groan¬ 
ing for a speedy deliverance. In 
America, where the people have a free 
ballot, the recent wonderful growth of 
Socialism should have, ere this, found 
expression by the presence in Congress 
of a score or niorp of representatives, 
placeil there by conscious Socialistic 
liallots. It is time we returned Social 
Democracy’s message from Europe. 
The legislative hall is ohr logical fight¬ 
ing ground. There It Is that we must 
line up our fighters fur battle. It is 
there that they must show their 
stnuigth and there also that . their 
strength will Ihj nourished. Were our 
fighters to leave the fight and bury 
themselves in some Colony, to there 
struggle for food under conflictlug 
conditions, the cause of Socialism 
would wane aud the prolelurlut would 
be engulfed by capitalism without so 
Experimenting 


AL HA55AN AND THE KINO 


but men and women whose main ob¬ 
ject in life Is to make our country a 
paradise lo live In. We want a nation 
of such true, noble souls as Patrick 
Henry, Thomas " Paine, Lovejoy, 
Brovn, Phillips, Bellamy, Deljs, etc. 
Let the American youth not lie filled 
up with that dangerous spirit "that 
makes a hero out of every man on 
horseback or in soldier's cloth. 


Rosa Proietaire 


|ito Eacape from CapitalUm Until 
the Great majority of the 
People Can Be moved 
to Demand It. 


Her Humble Opinion of Harmony 
—The War and Our Starving 
Coal miners—Socialist 
Growth in Europe. 


From the contents of yotii last letter 
1 learn that you are perfectly In accord 
with tlK? new Social Democratic Party 
movement. Itulcsid. Brother John, 
eve^- iuteiligelit Socl&list must fetd 
satisfied with the outcome of the Chl- 
(•ago convention. Some go^-hearted, 
but short-sighted, comrades may be of 
the opiuiun that things ought to bare 
Iwfeu harmonized, or as n New Jersey 
comrade wrltt-s in the "Gold Brick.' 
every effort should Im> made to bring 
the two factions together. Now, Ih;- 
lieve me, John, I am as sincere and 
earnest lu thC movement as the next, 
but I venture the nssertiou that noth¬ 
ing mure iujurious could happen to oiir 
movement than to "Uiirmouize'’ the 
clear-mlnde<l Socialist elements in the 
S. D. P. of .\. with the Socialistlc- 
Democnitlc - I’opullstic - Ausirchistic - 
Colonlstic-Guldbrickistic comblnptlon 
that still nttejiipts to heap disgrace cs 
the name Social Democracy. 


Socialism is not specifically Ameri¬ 
can: neither Is It English, German or 
French. Socialism is liiteruatioual; It 
Is the cause of jill manklud. The man 
without any kaowledge of Socialism 
Is like the ship without the magnetic 
compass' ou midoceau. Socialism 
enables you to view the social, eco¬ 
nomic and iK)llUcal txmdltlors from the 
true 8taud|>olnt. Socialism Is the new 
code of morals and ethics. It contains 
a new philosophy of life, because It 
alius at revolutioulzlng the very found 
atlon of social life, without which our 
individual life would,be reduced to the 
coiidition of our uucestors In the 
wilderness. 


The Rev. W. D. P. Bliss in Uls ad¬ 
mirable little brochure on "What is 
^SodaUsm?” says very trurhfuUy, “In 
America, Soclullsui lielug a younger 
movenieut, has scarcely outgrown I's 
Utopian stage." It is to be deplo:^! 
that this Is so, yet the fact must be 
nekoned with, nevertheless. To the 
gclentiflc Socialist, one who believes la 
•ocial evolution and Unit Socialism 
rnnat succeed capitalism as a historic 
necessity and because there Is no es¬ 
cape from it. all utopian schemes call 
Ibrth det'p regret, yet at the same time 
alinoet a feeling of resignation .to 
vrbat seems Inevitable. For It appears 
almost fated that many sincere iteo- 
ple must go -through such trying and 
futile experiences as is Involveil in a 
colony scheme before they get that 
clear vision of the Soclal'stic move¬ 
ment that makes safe leaders. No 
argument will get the colony Idea out 
of their heads tjnd only bitter exiiert- 
enee will set them right. It makes no 
dlfferenw? to them that colonies are 
foredoomed to failure, the particular 
acbeme they are luterestisl In Is al¬ 
ways a little different from the’ rest 
and therefore a sure winner. 

Thos 4 ! who Imve l>een following Wal¬ 
ter AVvkolTs notable contribution to 
Socialistic literature. "The AVorkers," 
now running in Scribner's Magazine, 
must have felt somewhat' chagrined 
at his criticism of the American So¬ 
cialistic movement In the Inswllpient 
for May, and yet the general status 
of the movement gave him warrant for 
his conclusions, as we must In all 
candor admit. Colony schemes are 
multiplying and dying one after an¬ 
other. It is easy to hold up visions 
of a promised land, a colony where 
the Ills of the present civilization can 
Be avoided, but as Mr. Wykoff says, 
wisdom shows that the promised land 
is wltldn (xnd not without. AVo can¬ 
not have It until society is purified 
from within. WeU meaning colony 
enthusiasts to the contrary notwith¬ 
standing, we cannot have Socialism 
until the great majority of the people 
can be moved to demand and require 
It—and be It. Right here lies our duty 
as Socialists who would hew to the 
line. There Is no escape from capital¬ 
ism save to fight it to the death on Its 
own; ground. This we must make 
clear to the people, 'ae very atmos¬ 
phere encircling the globe is capi¬ 
talistic; breathe It we mu.st until we 
are able to convert It Into a Socialistic 
atmosphere. 

When a colony claims It has Jsocial- 
Ism in operation. It says what cannot 
be true and thus, does njlschlef to the 
"revolutionary movement. The Buskin 
colony deserves praise for It’s attitude 
In this regard. It Is a stock company 
and cannot claim to be anything else. 
It ta not self-sustaining, and has solved 
no great social problems. In one way 
the colony schemes are a positive 
hindrance to the American Socialistic 
movement. They are an abandonment 
of the revolutionary fight and are re¬ 
actionary In so far as tliej- serve or 
attempt to relieve capitalism of Us 
congested centers of population. For 
maA you, capitalism Ixdleves in cob 


In spite of all thd combinations of 
the old caiiitalisi jiarUes, In spite of all 
the gerrymaiideriiig of the govern¬ 
ment. in spile of aU the elecUon 
frauds, our Sodalist^-omrades of Ger- 
tiiaiiy have elected 57 (fifty-seven) 
members to the Reichstag, against 44 
lu 1SU3. Tlie Socialist vote lucreased 
from 1,786,738 In l8to to 2,12.5.000 in 
1808! Aliout one-fourth of all the 
votes cast were given for Socialism. 
Keep in mind that no man cau vote 
iH-fore he Is 25 years of age. 


Brother Juhti. please tell me frankly: 
Could |sucli dlscordaut clemcuts ns 
were ,cepreseute<l in the Uliltch's Hall 
eouveptioii 1 k“ truly harmonized'/ 
AA’ouW ^ucli harinouy be aiiythlug loss 
than 1 ^ farce aud a lie'/ Can we ever 
tbluk of building up a solid Socialist 
inoveuieiit on a basis sueli as that 
re|>reseut»Hl l»y the Chicago “colo¬ 
nizers” that forced their way Into the 
convention like the lowest sort of, old 
party ward-heelers'/ Of • the Social 
Democnitlc I’arty we can now proudly 
say “oiir way Is clear. Harmonious 
accents greet the ear. .Nothing sliort 
of a clear. Socialist , movement will 
lead the Amcrienu proletariat to vic¬ 
tory, and success.” 


much ns a iirotcst. 
with colony problems may l>e nil right 
In Its- way—and all of us feel iiiorc or 
less Interested In these experiments— 
hut Avheii it causes men to desert the 
real battle. It Is a costly aud even a 
criminal thing. 

Not only do we breathe a papitallstlc 
atmosphere, but our habit of niiitd Is 
capitalistic lu spite of ourselves. 
This may be clearly seen by the fact 
that one of the elements of weakness 
In a colony, and one that the projectors 
never figure on, is human nature itself 
as It exists under capitalism. AA'ere 
a colony to secure material prosperity. 
It would not be secure. Its prosperity 
may turn out to be Its greatest weak¬ 
ness. In the Icarlnu colony there was 
•the most discord at the very time when 
the colony was the most prosperous 
in a material way. Thus It apiiears 
that the modern colony Is too much of 
an experiment not to engross the 
members' minds over numerous petty 
matters aud to take their minds en- 
tlreb’ away from the great world-wide 
struggle between the tinecers aud the 
tllsiMissossed. The work- in hand is too 
Important and tjie Issue to sacred for 
us to distract our minds with exiieri- 
nients^n colculzatlon. Let us cou- 
sBiBHy face the enemy. 

( FHEDElUC HEATH. 


In the kingdom of Saxony the Social 
Democratic I’nrty polleil 270,664 votes 
In 1803, against 3pl,781 votes received 
by all the capitalist and reactionary 
parties coinhlnctl. Just listen: On 
Juue 16, 1808, the SiK-iuUst vote in 
Saxony was 200,000, while all capitalist 
and reaetioirary parties combined re¬ 
ceived but 281,000 votes. No wonder the 
-Apierieau capitalist press eccaslofially 
rejiorts that Socialism was dying out In 
German}-. The king of Saxony and 
Emperor AVllliam are now discussing 
ways and means to abolish universal 
suffrage fn onler to kill the Socialist 
movement. God speed! 


The Social Demoerntlc Herald Is 
ail excellent little paper, it will do 
honor to the Interuatlunal ,Socialist 
luoveiueiit.' .lohu. we must Ihsist that 
every eoiuraile s<-eure a number of 
suh.scrlbeni Fifty cents a year, 25 
cents for six mouths! Cau you get 
an.v cheaper lama fide Socialist litera¬ 
ture’/ To work, i-omradcs! By next 
wtH‘k you should send in your list of 
subscribers:' Don't hesitate! 


H things were properly arranged, 
i. e., if the governmental gerrymander¬ 
ing were done away with, the So¬ 
cialists should have 120 instead of 67 
to the Reichstag, having received’sev¬ 
eral hundred thousands more votes 
than any other party. The new Reich¬ 
stag will be composed as follows: 

Members. 

Clerical (Catholic) Party.108 

Social Democratic Party. 67 

National Lllierals . 49 

Freethinkers or I’eople’s I’arty... 30 

I’oles . 14 

Other parties. 41 


"I wiw the fruit of labor 
Torn a«a.r from him who tolled, to further 
Swell the hurstluK colfers of the rich, w-hlle 
liabes aud luotbera pined and died of waut. 
1 Haw diHboDor and InjuHtlce thrive. I saw- 
Tbe wicked. Ignonlnt, ifrcedy and unclean, 
Ily meau.s of bribes and baseneiu, rained (o 
aeatH 

Of power, from whence, with laahe* pttlleBs 
And keen, tbejr Hcourged the hungry, naked 
throng 

Whom Bnit they robbed and then cnHlaved. 
“All thif 

I Kan-, and more, until at laat, heortalck. 
Away mine eyea I turned. And then upon 
Mine eara a sound arose. A muflletl HOiind— 
A mingled, hideous roar. O, king! 'twas 
made 

Of algbs and groans; of wallings loud and 
curaeH 

Deep, of Terror'i shrieks, and madmeii'K 
erli>s: of 

Prayers whieh there were none to hosr. 
"And loooking, 

IJstenlng then niy brain took on each 
vibrant 

Thrill. My heart grew Into one with thin 

f :reat, 

iig, throbbing heart of all the world. 


By- the way. Comrade AA'aylaud's 
paper. "Api>eal to Reason,” ought to be 
widely circulated as ii means ot agita¬ 
tion. It is 25 cents a year. Address 
Appeal to Re.-isou, Girard. Kansas. 
There are other gootl Socialist papers 
worthy the support of our comrades. 


WHAT SOCIALISn IS. 


The whole aim and purpose ot So¬ 
cialism is n closer tiulou of Social fac¬ 
tors. The present neeti Is growTli In 
that direction.—Richard P. Ely. 

SotTalIsm Is the lileiil and lioite ot 
a new society foundiHl on Indiisirlal 
IHjace and forethought, aiming nt_ a 
new and higher life for all men.—AATl- 
11am Mdrris. 

Let no man fear the^nnmo of ••So¬ 
cialist.” The movement* of the work¬ 
ing class for Justice by any other name 
would be ns terrible.—Father AA’Illlam 
Barr}-. 

The abolition of that Individual ac¬ 
tion on which nioderi. societies deis-nd. 
and the sulistltutlon ot a regulated 
system of coiiperatlve action.-Impe¬ 
rial Dictionary. 

A theory of society that ndvrs-ates 
a more precise, orderly and harmoni¬ 
ous arrangement of the social rela- 
tlous of mankind than that which has 
hitherto prevailed.-AVebster’s Dic¬ 
tionary. 

The science of reconstructing so¬ 
ciety on an entirely new basis, by sub¬ 
stituting the principle of association 
for that of competition In every branch 
of ^uinan Industr}'.-AA'orcester's Dic¬ 
tionary. 

A theory or polity that alms to se¬ 
cure the reconstruction of society. In¬ 
crease ot wealth, and a more equal 
dlstrt'iUltlon of the products of labor 
tliiougli the public collective owner¬ 
ship of land and capital las distln- 
gnlsheil from property) and the public 
collective management of all indus¬ 
tries. Its motto Is. “To everyone nc- 
(•ortllng to hts deeds."—Standard Dic¬ 
tionary. * 

Any theor}- of system of labor organ¬ 
ization which would alwllsireiiiirely. 
or In great part, the Individual effort 
and competition on which moderns so¬ 
ciety rests, and substitute co-opera¬ 
tion; would Introduce a more perfect 
and equal distribution of the products 
of labor, aud would make land and 
capital, as the Instruments of produc¬ 
tion, the Joint possession of the com- 
m'lnlty.—Century Dlotionar}-. 


Yes. the war Is still on. About $500,- 
000,000 or more have been blown In. 
May the bloody work soon come to an 
end. Supiioso the .American govern¬ 
ment had spent $.500.(KK»,000 for the 
welfare of the American w-age work¬ 
ers! SiiiUHise Pucle Sam had used 
this money to btiy up the coal mines 
of the i-ouutry,’ thefehy fri-cing* the 
million or more coal miners and their 
fandlles from the tyranny of the coal 
barons! AA'liy. our capitalist editors 
would have gone crazy about It; they 
would luive caused a civil war, lie- 
cause to save 6,000,tXi0 starving peo¬ 
ple lu the mining regions of America 
would be- “paternalism,” it would 
mean a social revolution, but to expend 
JTifO,000.000 to blow up w-arshlps and 
to send thousands of poor. Spanish 
proletarians directly Into heaven or 
hell by means of monstrous dynamite 
guns—yes. Brother John, that is called 
true patriotism, and whoever docs not 
believe In this capitalist dynamite 
patriotism Is denounced ns an enemy 
to our country, as a Spaniard. 


In France the Socialists have In¬ 
creased their vote from about 600,000 
In 1890 to 1,000,000 In 1808. In Bel¬ 
gium the Socialists have Increased 
their vote by about 100,000, although 
the capitalist parties made a desperate 
'fight against them. In England our 
movement Is steadily gaining ground 
and the Socialist papers, like London 
Justice, London Labor I^ead^r, Clarion, 
etc., are doing excellent work for the 
elevation of mankind. 


FDach 

Nerve grew tenac and quivering with Us 
throe# 

Of mortal pain. And thus I learned that I 
Was one with all thot is. That each uiahs 
wrong. 

Or woe. or shame. Is xulne. 


Even In little unfortunate Spain the 
voice of Socialism is making Itself 
heard. "The Spanish Socialists are in 
favor of peace!” report our capitalist 
telegraph censors. Hml AA'htle the 
pious Christian aristocracy of' Spain 
and the Christian American nation are 
exhibiting their mutual Christian lore 
by hurling dynamite-bombs and gal¬ 
ling cannon-balls against each other, 
the despised, “un-Christlon” Social 
ists call out to the world: Peace on 
earth, good will toward menP’ 


onles, too—for the dispossessed class! 
Not long ago some capitalists on the 


“And tbia la sby, 

O, king! when aaked for songa of Joy ami 
mirth 

By thee, Ihy bard, Al Basaan, rannot alng. 

—Stanley Fitzgerald. 


New York Corn Exchange devised a 
plan to start colonics In New England, 
to which the unemployed of New York 
City could be sent Naturally capi¬ 
talists consider It a kindness when 
SodaUsts undertake the same sort of 
work. We have only to look back a 
year to see this. When the Social 
Democracy's colonization sclH'me was 
launched the capitalistic pn.’ss evin 
looked on approvingly. It thought the 
party was trying.to solve one of capl- 


TUe proletarian who has nothing but 
Ills two hiiiuls. who to-day consumes 
what he earned yesterday, who Is de¬ 
pendent u|)on all iiosslUe Incidents, 
and who liasn't the least guarantee 
for his ability to earn the necitssaries 
of life—ever}' crisis, every whim of his 
master can deprive him of his bread*— 
this proletarian Is placed In the most 
outrageous and liilinman'position Imag¬ 
inable. To the slave, at least, a living 
Is guaranteed by virtue of the selfish¬ 
ness of his ninsler; the serf has yet a 
piece of land from which he lives; they 
are. at least, guaranteed a bare living 
—blit the proletarian alone Is depend¬ 
ent on himself and at the same time 
unable to apply his labor-power In 
such a way that he could ndy on It. 
Eveiythlng the proletnri:in can do for 
the hettennent of his condition van¬ 
ishes like a drop, of water before the 
floods of vicissitudes to which he Ts 
exposwl and over .which he has no cen¬ 
tred whatever.—Frederick Engels. 


It will be well for every American 
and Cuban proletarian to remembec 
the words- ot Comrade Herbert N, 
CasKon: 

“Wbea workers bare notblng, and Idleri 
bare all. 

Law la a farce and a lie; 

When iirlcea rise bigber and wages grow 
- amall. 

Freedom means freedom to die.” 


In conclusion, a few more remarks 
concerning our movement at home. 
The Social Democratic Party of 
America to-day stands out as- clear as 
sunlight. It will be the guiding star 
of the American wage-workers In the 
great struggle for emancipation. John, 
the next thing you must do now Is to 
get the branches in good condition; 
get good material In the first place, for 
lUO solid members, clear in their mind, 
convinced of the truth of Socialism, 
aware ,of the historic mission of the 
Social Democratic movement, can ac¬ 
complish much more good for our 
cause than 9,000 confuslonlsts who 
want to harmonize all sorts of “Isms” 
without ever trying to get a clear and 
sound idea .nto their heads. 

ROSA PROLETAIBE. 


have become galling. And so the 
colonization scheme was looked upon 
as. help from an unexpected source, 
and the papers were full of praise of 
the movement that seemed lo be ar¬ 
ranging to entice the discontented and 
dispossessed away somewhere (or 
anywhere!) where they would cease to 
be a burden and a menace to. their 
capitalistic fleecers. AVben 11 dawned 
OB';the press, however, that the Social 
Democracy was primarily n revolu¬ 
tionary party and that even Us 
colonization scheme was not on 
economic but a political Uioiisure, Its 
tone changed, and the old abuse of 
Comrade Debs was resumed and wl«h 
Us old-time fnry- 

One of the unfortunate things about 


Citizens of America, bear in mind 
the fact that a true republic will not, 
and never can, prosper under the ban¬ 
ner of bloody war. In peace and 
friendship our republican institutions 
will grow and l»ecome a general bene¬ 
fit to the people. In peace and useful 
lalxtr Ilea our freedom. He who does 
most good for our own people, for the 
tolling masses, shall he the hero of the 
nation - and his name shall 1>e written 
In golden letters on the pages of his¬ 
tory. AA’e want no feudal war heroes, 
we want no generation of war patriots, 


Orders for bundles should lx* sent to 
118 In .ndvance; they will lie filled at .">0 
cents per 100 coph-s. Our friends will 
i!i.iteriall.v help the circulation by 
sending out copies every- week. 


AA'hen recommending Socialist papers 
to friends, do not forget the Appeal to 
Reason; 26 cents a year. 


in.,', 








CAPITALIST PATRIOTS. 


FOLLY OF INDIVIDUALISM. 


of sancUonlug by law the use of nia- 
i-hiuery to private prollt, SSovlallHiii 
would make It the Jolut property of 
soelety a» a tvhole, thereby iusurlug 
produetlou for public use iuateud of 
private profit. 

The modern use aud private owner¬ 
ship of machinery In production Is the 
most revolm ionizing fact lu human 
history* aud for this reason, tliat men 
under the Hew conditions which dls- 
ctivery aud InventioB have brought 
uiKUi ns are unable by-thelr Individual 
efforts to gain a llAdlliood. as did 
their htrefathers. An almost complete 
aud uijftversal change has taken place 
lu the i>ossesslon aud owtiershlp of the 
means wlu'rtdiy a living can be made. 
This Is not a theory, but a coudltlim, 
the certainty of which cannot Ik- de¬ 
nied. Millkins.of men are Indug rc- 
diicerl to Iteggary and the dependent 
class, solely iK-cause of the monopi*- 
llzatiou of the modern means of iiro- 
ductiou, the labor-.savlng luaehliiery. 

When the pres*Mit ceuturj' oiHUUsl, 
nearly all work was perforimsl by 
hand." and the various Industries af- 
fordetl opportunities for living-getting. 
The ivrsons engaged lu them were to 
a large extent the owners of the •to<ds 
and instruments of product ion. But lo- 
tlay we see a iniirvidous change. 
Work. In constantly hicreaslug degree*. 
Is tloiie by nmehinery, aud the various 
industries afford opjiortunHy for galu- 
Ir.g a living to a comiiarallvely few 
only, and-a diminishing few. with al¬ 
most unlimited oiiimrtuuity for the 
private owners of inachiuery to extend 
tliclr dominli.n over the liuinau race. 

The machinery lu the mills atid fac¬ 
tories of Great Britain alone 4s etiiml 
to tloiiig the work of TOO.OtXJ.Otlt) men— 
more than all the adult Inhabitants of 
the earth at this minute. The single 
state of .Masstichusetts has .machinery 
enough to do ns much work as 
tMKt men. The same state has In Its 
shiH* factories enough machinery to 
prisluce in sl.v mouths all the shoes 
that all the men, women aud children 
in the Unitetl States require lu twelye 
months. Yet'there are men. women 
and children In Massachusetts shoeless 
and starving’. And Great Brlfftln. with 
all its mighty increase in pnaluctlve 
jiower. has one pau|>er lu every ten 
of Its entire impnlatlou. 

The productive power of s.K.'iet.v, by' 
discovery aud invention, has been 
doiibliHl every ten years, and even in 
less than ten,' during the century, yet 
misery, want, degradation, Insunily, 
suli'ide and murder, ticarly all having 
their procuring <nuse' in the 1 * 0011011111 ' ' 
distre.ss of the masses, are commonest 
where caiiitallsni Is strongest. I’rlvaie 
ownership of the machinery of pro- 
dttclioti. which inachiuery Is quite as' 
essential to society now as the indi¬ 
vidual tmd used to la*, threatens and 
menaces society to-day mon* than any 
other ohe fact. X'nle.ss the maohine is 
sociallziHl. that Is, traiisforuied from 
a lleeclng machine private!.''' owu*M 
and tistal as an iiistriiinent of idiiuder 
into a siK'ially-o'vned and piiblicly-iul- 
niinistered feeillng machiue. blessing 
inste.'id of blighting, operatisl for use 
liisteiul of profit, universal desolation 
involving the di*structiou of civiliza¬ 
tion is inevitable. 

lilt* subj**ct of "hat is to Ik* done 
with labor-saving machinery is not one 
for'rtlppant aiid heartless i-omment. 
It is b}' all odds the greatest of all 
great questions, and is answered only 
by Socialism. .Msilisli capitnii.sm and 
estaltlish cis'ipenitive |)roduction aud 
distrilmtiou of all wealth. This re¬ 
quires the social ownership, of the 
means of )>ru<lnctlon. the macliilu* 
which "'111 benefit ever.'* 1*111111111 Inter¬ 
est and sei'tm* a luxurious living to 
every human iH'itig. 


society organized In behalf and fur the 
benefit of the rich class, and that this 
rich class has the government to which 
he Is so devoted transformed from u 
government by the people Into a gov¬ 
ernment by n capitalist syndicate. 


It can iuake no possible difference te^ 
a Socialist whether the capitalist claA» 
of Spain pay big premiums on life 
.surauce to an American or a Spanish 
Insurance company. The principle IgA 
cither case Js the same, it hitpp,-iii. d 
however, that the Xew Y'ork Life 
surauce Cumpiiuy has a large .'latl'**^ 
prufititblc business in the country rvlthr^ 
'vhlch the I'ulted .States Is at war. 

Is reiHirtetl to have 6,000 SpanlthJ^ 
IKillcyholders. It iiiaiutaius a UirectwrS 
111 ISpuiu in the person of U'vlght T,-d 
Ueid. It has made so much money | 
In Its general business that It patrlott-'-S 
cully offen*d*to lend ihe t'nltiHi Siateg-^ 
government lflO,000,(Kio at any rate of ’ 
liiterist the latter m ght choose to give. 
But It has a different way of showing 
Its ■•patriotism” In Its dealings with 
the Siiuuiards. The '-onstitutiou of the 
United States defines treason as fol¬ 
lows, in section 3 of article lU: **rrea- 
soii against the Uulled Slates shall 
consist only In levying war against 
them, or lu adhering to their enemies, 
giving them aid and comfort” 

-Now, 111 a s|K*clal circular printed 
lu Spanish new-siiajiers, over the signa¬ 
ture of Its iSpauish director, and pre- 
sumahly with the full consent and ai)- 
proval of -Mr. John .McCall, president, 
the Xe'v York Life lusuraiice Com- 
imiiy has canceled all restrictions as 
to military or naval service eoutaiued 
lu their policies for Spain. The circu¬ 
lar says; 

"Therefore, any Spanish subject 
holding a imllcy of the New York Life 
Insurance Company can, without fear 
of prejudice to his insurance, aud with¬ 
out paying any other premium than 
the one mcntionetl In his policy, do 
nillitary service In active war. 

"The Insureti, therefore, can Im sore 
that In case of his death in tlie war 
the company will not refuse payment 
on account of his having met death in 
Ihe fulfillment of his duty. 

"Furthermore the company declares 
that it will give the insured all the 
facilities HO that they can keep up 
their iiayments. 

"If said policyholders should find 
themselves in ditficultles to pay tae 
Iiremluni when it falls due, the com¬ 
pany will make loans for Kal4 pay¬ 
ments w henever the value of the policy 
allows It. ♦ 

"The compan.v also informs the in¬ 
sured that existing eoutracls will Im 
treated as If there was no war, pay¬ 
ments on ^ due policies shall Ik* made 
ptiuctimlly, death payineuts shall be 
made as soon ns proof is received and 
premiums shall be paid at the same 
place and In the same manner as h^ire- 
tofore.” 

Tills may not Ik* giving the oneniv 
‘aid and comfort,” but It looks verv' 
iiiucli like it. There have been so manv 
e.\nniples of capiliUists treating the 
coustitutlou as obsolete, and of no 
binding force when tbelr interests are 
touehetl. that the New Y’ork Life In¬ 
surance Company is probably quite 
•safe In giving ••aid and comfort to the 
enemy." t-ircat is the “patriotism” of 
lire cnpitiilistsl 


‘T-lfe seems . a perpetual succesaton or 
■ events to w'bicb mau aubmlts: AVe never 
buow from wblcb direction ibe sudden 
blow' will come. Misery and happini’SH 
enter' or make tbelr exit like unexpected 
guests. Tbelr laws, tbelr orbit, tbelr prln- 
cl|>le of gravitation, are beyond man’s 
enisi). Virtue conducts not to bapplu«B, 
nor crime to retribution. Conscience has 
one logic, fate another, and neither coin¬ 
cide. Nothing Is foreseen. We live con¬ 
fusedly, and from bund to raoutb.” 

This language, wrltteu many years 
ago l.y A’k'ior Hugo, as well descrihes 


SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
OF AMERICA. 


Collective ownership of the meanii 
of production and distrllmtion means 
frt*edom, enlightenment and higher 
civilization. If the letter carrying 
service was in the hands of private in¬ 
dividuals, Us cost would lie higher and 
Us patronage less. The liberties ami 
the wclfarh of the people are every¬ 
where restrlciiHl or Jeopardized b.v' pri¬ 
vate ownership. Just as they are every¬ 
where exiMUidetl and seeurtHl by public 
ownership. Private ownership limits 
progress: public ownership Insures It. 
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The net earnings of the .Viueriean 
Bell Telephone Company for 1S07 
w ere $1.4-l‘3.(i3B.tCi. This was the profit 
after payjng ait iatiorers, clerks, attor¬ 
neys. legislators, alderinei,, ete. Good 
thing: Y es: It puts over four inlllloi's 
into tlm eoffers of thi* rleh. to lie orga- 
Hlzi'd liitii workliig eiiiiltal for the pro¬ 
motion of ••eom|H*tlii(ui.” Under a sys¬ 
tem sill'll as Ihe Social IieuiiK-nitie 
Party prtqiost's w'hat would these "net 
earnings” do'/ They W'ould pay over 
4.-143 unemployed men aud w'omipn 
ifl.OOO iH'V year, enahliiig them to livi* 
eomfortably and die outside the poor- 
house. But then, w hy dwell uiKin the 
iK'iiefits of eoll**ellve ownership'/ It 
men and women were i*conomleall,y 
fse<‘. as Soi-ialism w'uuld m.ike them, 
wouldn’t W’e all lose our Ilhertles’/ 


Eorroa-A. S. EDWARDS 


TkkmS ok SI KSCBIPTION:—Une Year, SOc; 
8lx Months, iSc. Address 
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life Of everyone Is a cloiiil. in which 
there is here and there a rIfL But the 
rift siKJu clo.ses and the darkneSs gath¬ 
ers. Theoluginus describe It by saying 
that the ■ trail of the serpent” is over 
all. 

'There are hut few persons of age 
and exiK'rleiiee who will deny the' 
truth of these statements. 

Victor Hugo did not state the causes 
of the phenomena of life he to ably 
desz-rlbes. Biit all phenomena are Ihe 
ivsults of causes. 

If we should take a delicate aud com¬ 
plicated machine, and deprive It of a 
uei'cssary screw here, and a lonneet- 
ing llnk.’there, illseouneetliig many of 
its co-operatliig imrls, aud then attempt 
to operate the miichlne. 've should 
proiK-rly exiKS't nothing but 'lisaster 
froiii it. The misuli of this would be 
plain. The imrls not being proimrly 
eoiinecttHl, the orgatilzallon of the ma¬ 
chine would Ik* liijur'*tl or destroyed, 
iiml the M*venil parts of the muchluu, 
'instead of eiMiperatiug to (iroduce the 
result for which the iimvhine w'as In- 
tended. wouhr simply crush against 
each other and di*.<troy themselves. 

Society is ^111 organism ns much as 
is a iimchiiie. But our present society 
Is an orgiiuism of an liujicrfect tyiK*, 
and its parts ithat is the iudividuiils 
wlileh compose it) do not tuoiKsrly 
co-operate. -Insteiid of nil llu*se purrs 
acting lu iuirmouy. they are for the 
most part in coiilllct w'llh each other, 
liacli indiviitiial has interests whli'h 
ooiittict with those.of ever?' Jther In¬ 
dividual. Kver.v inau's hand is against 
every other man. The individual 
imrts of the soeiul organization, being 
lnilK*rftK'tly organized, are, therefore. 
In the l•oudltion of a machine whose 
stip|MKH*'l co-operating parts aiv dis¬ 
connected, aiui w'hlch Is attempted to 
Ik* run lu that condition. Any me¬ 
chanic would say that the remedy In 
case of the maehlqe Is to connect 
the disconnecteil parts and arrange 
the several elements of the machine so 
ns to iierfect the tne<'hanlcal organ- 
Ishi. But In the case of the sur'ial or- 
gaiiistu our capitalist economists, who 
art* suppos<*(l to be our social doctors, 
say. do not iH*rfcet ilie siK-inl organ¬ 
ism by bringing tog'dher the se'eral 
indlviilual parts Into a eoiiqilete co- 
vipenitlve organization, but let each 
:iart act as It will, ninning at cross 
pitriioses with other pans, the 
stronger portions destroying the 
weaker, and thus you will i-enllze the 
highest itleals of oivllization. aud per¬ 
fect j'o'iir stM ial machine. Folly and 
liiib-K'illty'. your uiinics arc capitalist 
philosophy; 

Cnpilnlist philosophers; Ihe fools w'lll 
ftdlo'V you lllilil the dlsorgauized pints 
<»f the social oi'ganisiii ilasli themselves 
to pieces against c*acii other.' The |)eo- 
ple will endure the miseries of our 
wndched scK'lely iiutii they lK*conie 
utienilurable; aud tlien perhaps they 
will learu fi-iAn the Socialists that 
huiimii huppiii«*ss cnii exist only when 
all the imrts—ilmt is, the individuals— 
of society are harmoniously organized 
for.all industrial ns well ns political 
pur[)osi*s, when each shall work for 
each ami a'l for all: when the con¬ 
flict of interest being ri'inoviHl by 
such hnrniouiuus organization, ail 
shall Ik* brothers anil partners in the 
great l)uslm*ss oMlfe, w hich Is to make 
each other happy. 
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Miners of Spring Vnllpy, III 


The silly objei'llon bi Socialism that 
It -'vants to "divide up" is still made by 
the thnughlless who do not know that 
it was long since exploded, as well ns 
by the dishoiiest who kuow better, but 
lack the iiioral counim*' to he on the 
right side. The fact (s that Socialism 
se<*ks to slo)i division according to the 
rule of ctipilnllsni, which has brought 
about the following result in the 
Unitt*il States; the iiiition Is comiHised 
of: 

The worklug class, 


If a eorporntlou had a conscience It 
couldn't pay dividends. 

• • • 

The liieeutlve to lalsir under Social¬ 
ism would Ik* this: The mail who per¬ 
formed 110 socially usc*ful work w'ould 
uot draw dividends from the StH-hil 
fund. 

* • • 

The rich have no iiieeulive to work, 
that Is to do any sm-lally ti.seful labor, 
bec-ause tbelr w'mits are supplied by 
the iKHir who do work. 

• * • . 

The continual exchange of his labor 
by tin* workiuguian for the return of 
a fnii'tlou only of wlini lliat lubor 
proihices. means more capital for the 
employing class aud more misery for 
the wot king class. 


|)i>r c.*nt. 

The middle class, '.'ill per cent. 

• The capitalist chiss. 0 per ceul. 

The iiathmnl w't*allh Is owned by: 

Working class, .7 jier eeiit. 

.Middle eliis-'. 34 tier eent; 

Capitalist 1 'hi.ss. 71 rK*r eent. 

Mere yon have the oiiteome of "di¬ 
viding up” aecordiiig to the rule which 
capitnINts approve. Y'ou sm* we don’t 
m*ed to look for a system to "divide 
up:" such a system is already la*ri*. 


Capital, dlvorcetl from lalKir, 1ms no 
Iiower to produce anything: yet the 
owuet of capital has succeiKled lu 
uiakUig w'orkingmen believe that cap¬ 
ital. aud uot latsir, Is the Imsis of all 
iirogi*ess aud the buililer of clviiiza- 


Tlicre are great times ahead for the 
Cubans, aceordilig to the Chicago 
.loiii'tml, which has this to say as to 
the results which ar** to follow the 
Iiassiiig of Spanish nilership over the 
ishiud: 

"tt menus the estublislimeiit of order 
ill the place of chaos, of law lu the 
place of anarchy, of justice "'here the 
rich and the powerful, and the profli¬ 
gate preyed h»r thri*t' hundred years 
uiK>n the weak anil the w nitehed, aud 
the heljiless, and in the place of the 
i-onfiscation of' the frnitH of labor aud 
the diseouragemeiit and degradtuioii 
of the laliorer, it iiu-aus the restora¬ 
tion of the people to their rights and 
the elevation of serfs to the diguiiy 
and ■ indeiK*ndeiice of free tiianliood. 

"The Aiiierlcau will supplant the 
Siianish system, the sacred rlglits of 
home and hearthstone will he pro¬ 
tected, the fruits of toll will go Into 
the jKicket of the toiler liisiciul of some 
I'cmorseleKS Spanish tax gatherer. -\s 
grt*ed and theft give way to justice, 011 
the other haiiil’ despair and heli>li*.sH- 
iiess w-lll 111 tlim* give way to courage 
and home aud eiiter|irlse, and a ue'v 
Culiiiii jKKtple will arise, s»*lf-n*llaiit, 
stniiig, secure in the ri.ghls of 'huiiiaii 
beings.” 

It is iH*rfcelly safe to say tliat this 
program will uot Ik* carried out, Its 
pi'oiuises, like the iiroiiiises of old 
political parties lu the .Vmericnii pt*ti- 
ple, will uot be realized. It l.s equally 
safe to say that if the Aiuericau “sup¬ 
plants the Spanish sy.stem.” the results 
1o the Cubans will be the same as the 
.tiiierleuu people h.ave experienced. 
“American tystein” Is capitalistIc. aud 
as It Uas worked at home, so svlll It 
work In Cuba, and that will Ik* exactly 
the oppr.slte of the Jonrual’s predle- 
tioiis. The “Anierlc.*tn system” lias 
not protected the "saered rights of 
home:” the “American system” has not 
"seenred the rights of human lielngs;” 
the ‘‘.Yinerlcaii system'’ has not pri*- 
ventetl the ’’iHinfiseatlon of the fruits 
of lulKir.” The ".Ymerlcan system” Is 
capitalistie. 


NEW HAHPSHIRE LEADS. 


Before any active organizing work 
has begun, and in advance of the de¬ 
cision of scores of branches as to 
"'here they w-ill stand in the 
futuiv. the comrades of New Hamp¬ 
shire are In the field with a 
Social Uemooratic Tarty ticket and 
pro|MMie to wage active warf.Hre 
against the f*.<iem> at the ballot Imx 
next fall. Tliey have a candidate for 
governor in Stiniiier F. (Hatliu, of 
Manchester. For congressman from 
the First District, Comrade Charles 
H. YIellen, Somersworth. has bqeu 
uuniiiintctl, and from the Second Dis¬ 
trict, Edward E. Southwlck. Nashua. 
E. G. K. Gordon. Manetiester, N. H., 


In proportion to iKtiiuhitloii the per- 
eentagi* of the tenant or home-renting 
class lii'the United States Is greater to¬ 
day than 111 any European iiionnrehy. 
except Great Britain. Dependence on 
private landlords is the lH*st the great¬ 
est republic on earth has to offer the 
vnsi majority of Its wealth prislucers 
in return for tbelr devotion and patri¬ 
otism; 

I , • * * 

'The world's workers not only pro¬ 
vide the world’s idlers with food, rai¬ 
ment and shelter, and then supple¬ 
ment these i-ssentlals of life with lu.xu- 
rles (all taken from the surplus-values 
labor creates), but they deny them¬ 
selves food, raiment and shelter, lie- 
cause they do not know that society 
Is organlzi^il la the Interest of the 
rich. 1 

* • • 

Socialism opposes and would abolish 
rent, Interest and profit. It has no 
fight against the Individual who ap¬ 
propriates these, but against the sys¬ 
tem which makes them necessary and 
la stipportod by them. It has. It as¬ 
sails no mon who owns tix'o houses 
living In one siul renting the other; 
nor the man who hires out money to 
bring Increiise wltbont lending a liand 
at production: nor the morebant who 
takes what are termetl legitimate 


GLORIOUS WAR, 


The following ilescription of. a scene 
oil a .'t)>aulsh warslii|. is aiiutiier page 
lu the history of liuuiiiu beings sac¬ 
rificed on the altar of a st*<iish ainbi- 
tioii: 

, “Never 'veie'sceues of grout-ir 'lor- 
ror than those which marked the de¬ 
struction of Spain’s niagiilhceut fleet. 

"There was one [loliit to'vard w-bU-h 
the men ou Ericsson did not dare to 
look. Everyone got one' glance Into 
this fragment of Hu* pic and turned 
away sick and almost swooulug. 

“A great wotuitl had lH>en torn In 
the aide of the Vizcaya. The port 
beam gnp<*d, aud through the fiame- 
llpped gashes the engines and fire- 
rooms of the wreck were visible. Pis¬ 
tons still pliingeil. and w-heels went 
around, for the engines still throbbed 
like the heart of a man wonudotl unto 
dentil, but still alive. The wheels 
astern still ehumed up the water, but 
the ship w-ns lianl aground. 

"Amid the thrashing machinery the 
dead w-ere thick. The plunging iK'ams 
riu'ketl and crushed the dead and d.v- 
liig. In the bnsemeiit. of this inferno 
firemen—some of them 'verc still alive 
—WTlthf-tl nmlrl the furious finiues. 
Some 'vere dead, and the .fire danced 
over their tom liodies. .wreathing the 
naked shni>cs with fire, and giving 
their fentiiri's a look that no human 
lieing ought to gaze upon aud live. 

“These poor wretclu's were doomed 
from the start. Others had a chance 
for their lives, even In the event of 
the expected defeat, but these poor 
devils shut In by liolted hatches had 
to die. They were kept to their work 
bv officers who stood over them with 
pistols and shot them dO'vn when they 
flinched from the furnace doors.' it 
w.is a blessing that they were allowed 
to drink themselves to in.admgss.” 


"•ill furnish information to anyone de¬ 
siring to organize* bijhnches of the So¬ 
cial Democratic Party. 


AMONG THE BRANCHES. 


Branch 7, BcstoiL Mass., has sur- 
reiHlert*d Its old charter and is rcor- 
gaulztd as a branch of the 8. D. P. 
w'lth the following otfleers: 4. .Milkier, 
chainimii; Jf. Bettman, sivretary; A. 
Iloseneuer, treasurer; ' .Morris Jolles, 
organizer. 

At n regular meeting of Branch 15, 
Brooklyn. N. Y.. the’members d<K*ide<l 
to w'llhdraw from the S. D. of A. 
and Join the 8. 1>. P. Olffcers will be 
chosen at the next meeting of the 
branch. 

Number 3 of Yllssourl, St. Louis, ap¬ 
plies for charter In the 8. D. I’., all 
members preseut at the meeting agree¬ 
ing that the branch reorganize. 

Without one dissenting vote the 
members of Branch 12. Wisconsin, 
Join the 8. D. P. and .ire more entlm-, 
slastic than ever for the cause of So¬ 
cialism. 

Another aeccwslon from Brooklyn Is 
.Brgneli 6. which emmes In a body to 
the 8. D. P. 

The Wisconsin comrades, now very 
busy prepaiiug for the fall campaign, 
report a fine list of members from 
Branch 1, Milwaukee. 

Branch 20. the German branch of 
New i'ork City, la for International 
Socialism and the 8. D. P. Officers of 
the branch have lieen chosen and much 
Is expec-ted from the comrades. Sec¬ 
retary, Gustave Ebrbardt, 1075 Ave¬ 
nue A. 


THE WAIL OF THE (POOR, 


I onniiot Join with the old time friends 
In their mi*rry games and sports. 
While the pleading w-nll of the i>oor 
ascends 

To the Judge of Ihe Upper Courts. 

1 eaniiot sing the glad free songs 
niat the' world nroiiml me sings. 
While my fello\vs move In crying 
throngs 

At the back of the 'goldod kings. 

—.Toaqnln Miller. 


MACHINERY IN PRODUCTION 


Few i>crsons who are given to 
mouthing apologies for the pre8»*nt sys¬ 
tem of Industry uii<k*rstaiid the tre¬ 
mendous effects of the modern use of 
maehinery In production; Most of 
them puriKisely Ignore* the true atti¬ 
tude of Socialists toward machinery. 
The notion verj’ largely prevails that 
Soi-li^llsls art* opiKtsed to niaclitnery. 
and trace the misery and privations 
wlilob the producing class suffers 10 
the machine itself. Both eoticliisiotis 
are wrong. So far from opposing the* 
labor-saving machine, the truth is 
that Roclflllsm welcomes It; Instead of 
charging the wreteheilness and poverty 
of the working elass to the machine, 
the truth Is that Socinlisiiv finds the 
cause of poverty and wretchedness in 


SoriallHiu has become a -pow-er; It 
IKTiiientes every filler of our social and 
IKilltk-al life; It regenerates the nations 
of the w'orld. Daring the preseut war 
excitement the American jieople have 
heard very little of the general prog- 
ri*a8 «f the Socialist movement While 
the monstrous machines of destruction 
were in oiieratlon on the West Indiafi 
'vnters and while onr good but mis¬ 
guided people 'vere eagerly waiting 
for the sensational war reports. Im¬ 
portant historical events occiirr^ in 
old Europe. General elections were 
held In Belginm, France and Germany. 


Willlnm YValdorf Astor. who owns 
enough land and houses in New Y’ork 
Clt>' to give him nti Ineoiiip of about $4.- 
000^000 a year, lives in England, where 
he spends Ws money. From this gi¬ 
gantic fortune, the New York Journal 
ttdls us, the United States government 
derives no revenue. But the thing Is 
quite different with the workingman 
who lives and works) in Ami'rica. 
The latter pays a tax on ever.v cup 
of tea. everj gla-ss .of beer, e-very cigar 
or pipe of tobacco, and every other old 
thing that he consnmes. Yea, and he 
does it not knowing that he lives In a 


... .. 

private ownc’st’lp of the machine. 
There the difficulty lies, and instearl 
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ViAiON OF THE FUTURE. 

rv« wlleil the dancing waters, 
ive ti-od the gojdcn strand, 
rri spofee the sons and daughters 
. that enchanted land; 
rve drunken of her fountains. 

The sweetest and the best; 
rve raniblfd o'er her mountains, 

I've reveled In her rest. 

Within her spacious borders 
So needy man 1 found. 

No aimless, idle hoarders 
So gentle woman bound; 

Thare Tnith was more than treasure. 

*Sh 1 st'ales doth hold; 

-mere Mercy hath no measure. 

And Man Is more tlian Gold. 

That land Is straight before us: 

Oh. hail her. Star of Morn! 

Come, Join the Joyous chorus, ' 

Of sous to Kreetlom born. 

Come, help each burdened nation 
j’roin sorrow And surcease 
In world-wide federation. 

An everlasting peace. 

—Walter Katcllffe. 

USEFUL FACTS. 


THE CHICAGO ALDERTIAN. 


About two-thirds of the larger Ger¬ 
man cities now own and operate their 
own waterworks: they yield from 10 
to 15 per cent, profit annually. 

The Japanese have estublishi^d com- 
meicial schools where the methods of 
Pastness practiced by capitalists in 
j^erica are taught. 

The British House of Commons has 
s|ipolnted a eouimlttee to consider the 
-gaestlon of municipal telephones. 

The government of New Zealand Is 
eenteniplatliig a Joan of $10,0<X),00(i 
to be used In railroad construction and 
lirtgatiou. 

Matches are sold lii Japan at.S') 
dBts for (KK) doseii Imxes. Just tbluit 
et Japanese competition with Aineri- 
aih match makers. 

There are reported to In? Ikk’. electric 
light plants 111 operation under munlc>- 
pal ownership in the United States. 

The cost of construction of the great 
Sibeiiau railway by the Uusslau gov- 
onmenClms Iteen .fl88,014.lUlS. 

The cost of the war. against Siniin 
fcr a year, ending June 30. 1800, mr- 
eording to otilciul estimates, la ;f37!i.- 
192,000. . ■' 

The telegrapli system of .Inpau, con¬ 
trolled by the government. TOinprlses 
12.0(H» miles of land lines, U8.8 of sun- 
marine cables, and the cable to For¬ 
mosa.' whltdi Is 800 miles. 

Last year Mauelu'ster made a pn>;it 
eff ?10ti.(K)0, Bradford a jirollt of l?30.- 
tNki, and Edinburgh $1.T,000 from mu¬ 
nicipal electric lighting. 

German ofilcl.nls charged with secur¬ 
ing of recruits for the army find that 
owing to the inciva.slng Industrialism 
in Germany the bodily length and 
strength of the factory population is 
steadily diminishing. Some of the e\- 
cluslvelj- industrial districts b.v the 
Rhine and In Westphalia, Saxony and 
other sections do not furnish 30 per 
cent, of the recruits they did 50 years 
«go. 


MUNICIPAL WORKSHOPS. 


In the parish of Battersea in London 
the contract is unknown, all of tlie 
work of the jiarlsh since tlctobcr, 1893, 
being carried on b.v the vestry’s own 
men. whether it Is making of a miiin 
•ewer, laying of ii paveineiit or cm- 
stmetion of a public hulldiiig. Ba'.ter- 
sea Ik ahead of ail other English c^iiu- 
munities in this respi'ct. for not even 
Blnnlughani. Muiiehester or Glasgow 
have disiHMiseil wholl.v with the con¬ 
tractor. Battersea is also tii-st to es¬ 
tablish municiiial workshlps, ami the 
bnihlliig jusi completed coiitulus shops 
for cariienters. wheelwrights, wagon- 
makers, plumbers. bhK'ksmltlis, paint¬ 
ers, inasons, liarness-nmkeis and other 
Uades. All stirts of tools are provided. 
At lea.st 1<>() skilled mcehnuics will be 
eniployeil within doors, while between 
700 and 800 are emplo.ved outdoors. 

Men emplo.ved by Battersea work 
eight hours, a day, are paid trade 
union rate of wages, are entitled to 
a week’s holiday each year, sick pay, 
and a pension In cases of accident dur¬ 
ing employment. Meanwhile the par-^ 
l»h has found a real economy In th'j 
plan. From October. 18iC), to Jan. 1, 
X808, work had beim done to the 
•mount of £31,818, and it Is note¬ 
worthy that tills was £1,858 lielow the 
Mtlmated cost. 


The economic and Social evolution Is 
en now being preiiared b.v the In- 
rent weakness of the cai>ltallst sys- 
m, which has already seen Its best 
lys. The capitalist class itself has 
nolnslvely showji that it Is unable to 
Lndle the great means and Instru- 
ents of prtslnctlon and distribution 
any way to the advantage of the 
mmnnlty. Periods of wild Inflation 
id ruinous depn'sslon: overcrowded 
wns and dew’rted country: luxury 
ove and starvation liclow; physlciil 
iprovement of the well-to-do class, 
companied b.v ei^ntlnuous deterlom- 
« and enfeeblement of the woi’king 
iss; monopoly extending yet the 
were of tlie state used against the 
oph*—such arc a few of the more 
vious shortcomings of fully-devel- 
pd capitalism which are preparing 
1 downfall In every wuiiti'y.—II. M. 
rndman. 


Every member who receives The 
Berald should regard It as a duty to 
the party lo secure one or more sub¬ 
scriptions at 60 cents per year. The 
psper I's yours, and the movement will 
grow with its circulation. 


' The International Jonmal of Ethics 
priuts an able article by. Jane .\ddam8, 
of the Hull House, on “Etbieal Sur¬ 
vivals In Muiileipal Corruption,’’ Irom 
whb'h the folluwing Irf taken; 

"Betause of simple friendliness, the 
alderman is expected to pay rent for 
the hunt-pressed tenant when no rent 
is fortliconiiug, to find Jobs when work 
Is hard to get, to procure and divide 
among Ids constituents all the placiS 
wliieli be can seize from the city hail. 
The alderman of the Niu'ete nih Wahl 
at one time made the'proud boast that 
he luid two thousand six hundred peo¬ 
ple in his ward nimu tlie public imy- 
roll. This of course, iucludetl day- 
laborers, but each one felt under dis¬ 
tinct obltgiitlous to him for getting the 
Job. Wlteii tve n’flect that this Is one- 
thlixl of the entire vote of the ward, 
we realize that it is very important to 
vote for the right man. since ihPre Is, 
at the least, one chance out of three 
for a Job. . 

”If we recollect, further, 'hat the 
franchise-seeking eompaiih’s pay re¬ 
spectful lietHl to the applicants bucked 
by the alderman, the question of voting 
for the successful man bet’otues as 
much an industrial ns a iiolltieui one. 
.\n Italian laborer wonts a Job tuore 
than auything else, and quite simply 
voles fdr Hie man w1io promises him 
one. It. Is not so different from his re¬ 
lation lo the padrone, and. iudeed, the 
two strongthen each other. 

"The alderman may himself be quire 
sincere in his acts of Kludneas. lu 
ee^ain stages of moral ev-jlutlon a man 
is iiietquible of iinsidfish action the 
.results of which will not benefit some 
one of Ills aequalntanees; still more, of 
(xmduet that does not aim to assist 
any individual whatsix’ver: and it is a 
long step 111 moral progress to at pre¬ 
date the work done by the iiidivi'lual 
for the <‘omtuuuIty. .Vii oltlee-seeker 
may U-gln with the slnqile deslro to 
alleviate suflering. and this may grad¬ 
ually I’hauge Into the desire to put hs 
eoiistitueuts under obligations to him; 
but the action of siidi an individual 
iH’eomes a demoralizing dement in the 
community wlieii a tioltlp puiiHise Is 
made the clonk for the satisfaction of 
lower imimlses. and when the plastic 
moraU of his constituents are tlius 
formed to his own undeveloped stand¬ 
ards. 

"Willie our iHilitleal system ha.s 
grown mon> and more eoiuplieiiied 
U|Hm the liasic as.sniu|)lion tliat the 
indiviiiiiai merges Ids interest lu those 
of the commtiult.v, and attains hts 
own «uds in terms of the common Wi a‘, 
such men living In the commu’ilty are 
seeking solely their own advan:age and 
striving to obtain personal ends at the 
ejepense of the state. As the pol.tical 
system cniinot change its dir>’ctlon. It 
hriugg the Incongruity to the extreme 
limit of coutradictiou. A man holding 
ottice Is known to the trommunity to b ■ 
there for the sake of ’what there is 
lu It;’ or a candidate openly nn- 
notiiiccs that his business .airHirs have 
gone iiadly: that he wants Ids chance 
at public ottice; that Ids opiionent is 
now rich enougli. 

"Tile ahlermau gives prew’nts at 
wedtiings and christenings, lb' se z s 
the.se days of family festivities for 
making friends. It Is easiest ro .noch 
people in tlie liolidny mood of c.xpau- 
slvo gocHl will, but on tladr side It se- ms 
nataiaj-'nnd kindly (hat he 'sliould do it. 
■pirWderman procures passes from the 
reilroads wlien his <x>nstituents wish to 
xllslt friends or to attend the funerals 
of distant relatives: he buys tickets 
galore for benefit entertainments glx cn 
for a widow- or a (xmsuinptlve in pecu¬ 
liar distress; he eontnnutes- to lulzes 
widen are awarded to th" haiKlsoiui-st 
lady or tlie most popular man. At a 
cliurch liaznar. for InstnDce, tiie .xUler- 
man finds the .stage ail set 'or Ids 
dramatle |>erformance. Wlien otliers 
are siH’udlng pennies he Is spending 
dollars. Where anxious relatives are 
canvassing to secure votes for the two 
most beautiful children xvho are being 
vided upon, he recklessly buys i'otes 
from Itoih sides, and laughingly de¬ 
clines to say which one he likes the 
iK’St, buying off the young lady who Is 
IK.*rsl8tently determined to llhd out 
xvlth five dollars for the flower ba¬ 
zaar, the posies, of course, to be sent 
to the sick of the parish. The moral 
atmosphere of a bazaar suits him ex¬ 
actly. He murmurs many times. 
‘Never mind; the money all goes to the 
poor,’ or ‘It Is all straight enough If 
the. church gets It,’’ or ’The p-xtr won’t 
a.sk too many questioilB.’ 'The oftener 
he can put sentiments of that sort Inlo 
the minds of his oonstitnents the bettiT 
he is pleased. Nothing so rapidly pre- 
IKires them to lake his view of mont-y- 
gertlng and money-spending. 

‘‘There Is something archaic In a 
communlt.T of simple people in their at¬ 
titude toward death and burial. Noth¬ 
ing so easy to collect money for as a 
funeral, and one Invcduntarlly remem- 
Uts that the oarly religions tithes 
w-ere paid toward off death and gbo.sts. 
■\t times one eneounters almost the 
(Sreek feeling in regard to burial. It 
the alderman seizes upon festivities for 
expressions of bis good will, niiieh 
more does he seize upon periotis of sor¬ 
row. At a funeral he hfls the double 
advantage of ministering to a g nu ne 
eravlpg for comfort and solace, and at 
the same time of assisting at an Impor¬ 
tant social function. That curious 
feeling of remorse, which is an accom¬ 
paniment of quick sorrow, that deslro 
to ’make up’ for past dellnquencl'-s, 
to show the world how much, after 
all. we loved the person who has Just 
died. Is as natural as It Is nnlven-al. 
“In addition to this, there Is among 


the poor, who have few social occa¬ 
sions, a great desire fora -well-arranged 
funeral, the grade of which almost d<v 
termlnes their social standing In the 
neighborhood. 'The alderman saves the 
verj' poorest of his constituents from- 
that awful horror of burial by the 
county: he provides eaiTiages for the 
IKior. who otherwise could not have 
them; for the more prosiH-rous he sends 
extra carriages, so that they may Invite 
more friends and have it long-T proces¬ 
sion; for the most prosperous of all 
there will be probably only a large 
•fiower piece.’ It may be too much 
to say that all the relatives and 
friends wlio ride In the carriages pro¬ 
vided by the) aldennatt's bounty vote 
for him, but they are certainly luHu- 
eiu-ed by his kindness, and talk ot hl.s 
virtues during the long hours of the 
ride back and forth from the suburbiin 
cemetery.- A man who would nsk at 
KiicU a time where all this money conn ■ 
froiii would be LXtnsldered sinister. 
They eerPtlnly do not discuss th ( old r- 
man’s corruption during tile long ride. 
You cannot very well run a mini down 
when yon are sitting in a (xirrlage pro¬ 
vided by ills g-’Oerosiiy. The tendency 
to speak lightly of tlie faults of the 
dead and to Judge them gently is trans¬ 
ferred to the living, and many a uinn 
at su'-li a time has formulated a Icuieut 
jiidginent of imlltleal corniptfon amt 
has heard kindly s|ieeohes which he 
has renu-mlHTed on ele<'tlon day. ’.vn, 
well, he has a big IrisU heart. He Is 
giMHl to the widow and the fatherless.’ 

•’ludwxl. what hea'Iwny can the no¬ 
tion of elvie imrity. of honesty of ad¬ 
ministration. make against this liig 
maulfestalion of liiiinan frlendlli’ess. 
tills stalking survival of village kind¬ 
ness’' Tlie notions of the elvie re- 
t’oniier are negallyo and Iniisiteni lie- 
foix' it. 'Ilie refortiiers give tliemselvi a 
over largely to eritlelsms of the pres¬ 
ent slate of nfl’alrs. to writing and 
talking of wlial tlie future must be; 
lint tlieir gootiness is not dramatic; it 
Is not even concrete and liuinan. 

•Siicli an alderman will kisqi a Ktaiid- 
ing m-roiiut witli an undertaker, and 
leleiilioue every week, and soiiiellmes 
more tlian once, tlie kind of oultlt ho 
wislii s provided fora b.-roaved e.>nsilt- 
aeiit. until the -sum may roll up into 
liiinilriHls a year. Sneli a man imder- 
staiids wlnit the |iejiple want, and m’n- 
Islers just as inily lo a great human 
mssi as the mush-lan or the artist 
does.’’ . -I 


THEORY AND PRACTICE. 


Constitution of State Union. 


Tlie theory Is the plan, the pi-ai-tiee 
is the execution. VVlicu we want to 
liaild a ship, il bridge, a cathedral, a 
house, do xte set to work without anv 
plaiisV Could we build at all without 
a ibe<)ry-ot arcliltecture; or make en¬ 
gines without a theory of mechanics: , 
or keep accounts without a theory of 
arithmetic? 

You cannot have a praetkx; without 
a theor.C; you cannot do a thing until 
you tleelde what to do, and how lo do 
it. The tlieory Is the how; the practice 
is the do. 

Therefore, when a man tells yon 
that you are loo practical to believe in 
tlieories. or tliat yon are too practical 
lo fiUlow ideals, you may eonehide 
that lie is eitlior a rascal or an Idlol. 

, Again, wlii-n you are told tliat ’’as a 
practical man .vou will .sis- that it'is 
imiHissilile.’’ just say to jourself. "As 
a praetleal man, I mean to liiid out 
wliy it, is not possible, or bow it miglii 
Ik- made pos.silile; and I will Ix-giu b.v 
Iryliig to find oat why yon wish me 
III txmdemn it without ally Invesliga- 
Tbm.'' 

Furtlier. as a reall.v practical iiian 
.vou will give due welgfit to tile fact 
tliat many things wlileh these “Impos¬ 
sibles” deehired Tmpossibk- have ac¬ 
tually come to pnB.s. Imve las-n done, 
liave proved practical. 

In scieiKx-. in art, in industry, in 
politii-s. In. war. the lintiosKible has 
i>p»*n ueeompllslitsl over and over 
again. And as practical men joii wijl 
f*s-I that what has hapiicned.onee may 
luippen more than once. 

Further, wlien you demand mon- 
wages, shorter hours, healthier liom.-s, 
ehenia-r fares, better water, to what 
do tin- "Intposslbk-s’’ appeal for rea- 
sous for r<-fusing? Tell me, Is It not true 
that tlie. demands of the worker are 
(ximinonly met b.v nllnslons to “Politi¬ 
cal Eeonoinj”? -til’hat Is “Political 
Keouoiny?’’ It Is a theory! ,\ba! It 
is a theor.v, and a raise and stupid 
theory. And do not thest* “Impossi¬ 
bles" Implore you to mistrust all 
thfsirles? They do. But the “Ijiw of 
Supiil.v and Demand,” the “Iron Law 
of ’Wages.” and all those other Im¬ 
mutable “laws," - are nothing but 
I hi-orles. 

Now, my hard-headed, practical 
friends, what do you think of these 
editors and membi-rs of Parllanicnt, 
of these Journ.-ilists and statesmen? 
When .von want a thing which they 
don’t want you to have they sa.v It Is 
Impossible. When yon ask them whv 
It Is Impossible they appeal to the 
theory of Political Economy. 

When a theory Is against .von. they 
bid .YOU nctx'pt It; when It Is for you. 
they hid you refuse it. They tell .vou 
In one broath that you despise theories 
and In the next they quote a theory- 
The.v flatter yqii that you are • too 
practical to trust words, but must 
have facts, and ell the while they are 
giving these two words Impossible and 
Practical Instead of the things yon 
want and need. 

And .voiir cheer them, and believe 
them, and elect them, mv Intelligent, 
hard-headed, praet'eal fcl“nda. and 
they p'a.v yon for Chinamen.—Robert 
Blntchford. 


N.AME -\ND HEADQUARTERS. 

Section 1. This organization shall be 

known as the-State Union of the 

Social Democratic Party of America, 
and Its headquarters shall be located 
as the Union may determine. 

HOW ORG.LS1ZED. 

Sec. 2. The-State Union of the 

Social JJeinocratlc Party of America 
shall consist of delegates representing 
loeal branches in the state, and shall 
«.x)nstitute the legislative body of the 
state, 

executive board. 

-Sec. 3. The Exeeutive Board shall 
consist of five members and. shall have 
general supervision of the State Union. 
It Kigali be empowertHl to provide such 
rules, Is-suc such oixlers and adopt such 
measures as may be required to carry 
out the objects of the organization, 
provided that-fio action shall be taken 
which eoiiUicts with this constitution, 
the constitution of the National Coun¬ 
cil or the declaration of principles. 

See. 4. The ottlcere of the Board 
shall consist of a chairman, vlce-chalr- 
miui, secretnrj', treasurer anil organ¬ 
izer, and such others as may be deter¬ 
mined, who Shull be elected at each 
annual meeting of the board and sTve 
unUl their successors are elected and 
qualified. They shall perform such du¬ 
ties as appertain to their several of¬ 
fices. and for their services shall re- 
I’clve such eomitensntion as the.State 
Union may determine. The Boarcl 
shnll hold stated meetings in .\prll of 
each year and such si>eclal meetings 
ns may be required. 

Sec. 5. A majority of the Board sliall 
eunstitute a qUonim. 

See. 0. Any member ot the Boaixl 
may be removixl by a two-thirds vole 
of (III the memlH-rs, provldetl that all 
charges shnll lx- reduced- to writing 
and tliat the accu.sed member shall be 
eiilitletl to a fair trial. The Board shall 
lx- aiitlioriziKl lo fill ail vacancies. 

- See. 7. Any member of the Board 
may be removetl at any time by the 
State Union. 

See. 8. No niemb-T of the Boiinl 
sliall liold iiollticul ottice. except under 
tile .Social Democratic I’arty. 

S»x-. 9. .Ml questions not provided 
for in tlie constitution, and all ques¬ 
tions of apia-nl from local branches, 
sliall b‘‘ decided b.v the cbairmati, sU'-h 
dei-lsloiis to 1 m- final and in full effect 
unless otlierwlsi- onlen d b.v the Buaid. 

See. 10. .M each annual meeting the 
ottieers of tlie Bonixl shall, snbinll ciim- 
lib-te reports of the iransaetious of 
their seviTiil odiees and transmit a 
copy to eiieli loeal lii-ancli. 

IH’^VEXUES. 

S(-c. 11. Tlie r?vei!Hes of tlie organi¬ 
zation shall be derived from such 
sources us the Slate Union may deter¬ 
mine. 

THE STATE UNION. 

Sec. 12. The State Union shall meet 
aiiniinll.v at snob plac * as Its memiters 
may determine, la -April. The ebnlr- 
mnn of the Executive Board sliall pre¬ 
side over Its deliberations. The sieix-- 
tni-y of the Executive Board shall 
s»*rve ns secretary of the State Union 
and ket'p a cxirrcct record of its pro- 
ceetliiigs. submitting a copy of the 
.same to each local liranch in’the state. 

See, i;i. .Vt each annual meeting of 
the Slate Uiiinii an Executive B -ard ot 
live iiieiiibers and reprosentatlves to 
the Nntionnl Council slndl lx- elc ted. 
who shall serve one year, or until their 
successors are eb-cted and qualified. 

SiK-. 14. Tin- State Union shall piia t 
sneli laws ns may bi- necessary, deter- 
iiiliii- Hie iKilicy of tlie slate orgai-lzn- 
tioii and do nil oilier things required 
lo carry out the objects of the orgiini- 
zalioii; |iro> Ided tliat qo action Is taken 
itii-ousistetif with this cotiKtIinHon, th • 
loiistitiition of ilic National Council 
or the declaration of prlnol|ik‘s. 


Constitution of Local Branches. 


NA.ME AND LOCATION. 

Section 1. This organization, located 

at -, County of-, 

shall lx> known us Local Braacb No. 

- of-- of the Social 

Democratic Party of America, and 
shall hold h cliarter iluly Issued by the 
Nntionnl Council, which may be sus- 
|x-ude<I or reclaimed by the National 
Exeeutive Board in case of violation 
of the laws, principles or regulations 
of the organization. 

.MEMBERSHIP. 

See 2. -Any reputable person sulx 
scriblng to the principles of this or- 
aaiilzutlon shall be eligible to member¬ 
ship. 

Six-. .3. .V locaj branch shall consist 
6f not less than five, nor more than 

five hundrixl member •,-members 

eonstilutiug a quorum. 

Sec. 4. A iiereon desiring meniberalilp 
shall' make apiilieation to d local 
branch, reeommendixl by a member of 
said branch, and If accepted b.v a ma¬ 
jority vote shall be enrolled ns a mem¬ 
ber. 

Sec. 5. A member may be transfi ri-ed 
from one local branch to another b.v 
obtaining from the secretary a trar-sfe'r 
cord and deiio-itlng the same with the 
secretary of the branch desired to be 
Joined. 

Sec. 6. A meihlx-r in good standing 
may terminate his or her membership 
l>y obtaining from the secretary a card 
of withdrawal. 

See. 7. Each member shall be enti¬ 
tled to a card of mi raberehip. such 
card to be furnished by the National 
Connell and Issued to members by the 
secretao’ of the local branch. 
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DUES AND FEES. 

Sec. 8. The admission fee, which 
shall accompaity each application for 
luenilx-rehip, shall be such an amount 
08 may l>e determined by the local 
branch, provided it shall be sutUcleht 
to Include 25 cents to be forwarded to 
the National Connell. 

Sec. 0. At the close of each meeting! 
the treasurer shnll transmit to the Na¬ 
tional Couneil the names of all mem- 
bere admitted a-, said met-tlug, -their 
IMistottlce addrosses and a remittunce 
by pc-stid money order of their admis¬ 
sion fee. 

Sec. 10. The dues of a member shall 
be payable quarterly in advance, on or 
Iwfore the first day of January, April, 
July and October, in such an amount us' 
the local- union may determine, pro¬ 
vided It shall be sufliclent to include 
25 cents per quartcf to lx- forwarded to 
the National Council. A member ad- 
mltt'ed on or before the middle of the 
quarter shall pay dues for the'full 
quarter; a member admitted after the 
middle of the quarter shall be exempt 
for said quarter. 

See. 11. On or before the 0th dnv of 
each quarter the troasurer shall lemlt 
by [Kistal money order the quarterly 
dues for the current quarter to the 
National Council, and each loc.il branch 
shall remit the full amount due for the 
entire membership of the brunch. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

Sec. 12. The Executive Board shall 
■(xiuslst of five members, elected an¬ 
nually in March, and shall have gen¬ 
eral supervision of the local branch. 
It shall lie empowered to provide such 
rules. Issue such ordero and adopt such 
measures, subject to .he local branch, 
as may be reqiilrei’. to carry out the 
objects of the organiz.-itlou. provided 
that no action shall be taken which 
eonfilcts with this constitution, the con- 
siitutlou of the State Union, tne con- 
Kiiiiitlon of the National Union, or the 
dedaratlon of principles. 

Sec. 13. The ottieers of the Board 
shall consist of a Chairman, vlce-chalr* 
iiuiu. aecretaiy, treasurer and organiz¬ 
er. and such others as may be deter¬ 
mined, who shall 1 x 1 eleettxi at each an¬ 
nual imx-tlng and w-rve until their sue- 
eessors are elected and qualified. They 
shnll perform such duties as appertain 
to their s<!veral offices and as the local 
linim-h may ilireet. The Board shall 
hold stated incetiDgs in Maroh of each 
year anil sneli special meetings as may 
be required. 

See. 14. An.v member of tlie Board 
may lx- removed by a majority vote of 
the local branch, provided tliat all 
charges shall be reduced to writing and 
that the accaseil member shall be en¬ 
titled to a fair trial. Vacancies In the 
Board shall lx; filled by the local 
branch. 

St-e. 15. No member of the Board 
shall hold political office, except under 
I the Social Democratic Party. 

I Sec. 10. The loeal branch shall hold 
meetings at such times as the members 
may determine. 

Sec. 17. -At each annual meeting ot 
the local branch in March the officers 
shall submit corapk-fe rt-p<irL< of the 
transactions of their several offices for 
the iirecedlng j-ear. 

JURISDICTION. 

Si-c. IS. Local branches shall be sub- 
ji-et to the jurisdiction of the State 
I'liloii and National Council, and the 
State Fiilou sliall he subject lo the 
Jiii-lsiilctlon of the National Council. 

ELECTIONS. 

See. 19. .At e.acli annual meeting of 
the Ideal bnincli in March an Executive 
Board of live nienibers and representa¬ 
tives to Hie State Union shall be 
elected, who shall serve for one year, 
or until Hieir siieee.ssore are elected 
and iiiinliiled. 

BY-LAM’S. 

-Sec. 2<t. A local branch may adopt 
sill'll laws as a niajorii.v may deter¬ 
mine, iiroTided lliey do not conflict 
ulHi this constituHoii, the constitution 
of the Slate Union, the constitution ot 
the Nuioual Council, or the drolarutlon 
of principles. 

TRIALS. 

S(x-. 21. -Any menrber violating the 
laws or iirlnelplef?’ 6r the org.-uilzation 
may be .susiiended or expelIe-1 by u two- 
Hili-ds vote ot a loeal branch, provided 
Hint any charges against n member 
shall be preferred in writing by a mtm- 
Ixir in good standing and ihe accused 
shall be entitleil to a fair trial. 

APPEALS. 

Sec. 2'2. Any member having been 
suspended or expelled may app^l to 
the Executive Board of the State, and 
If the decision of that body Is not sat¬ 
isfactory he may appeal to the Exron- 
tlve Board of the National Council. 

Sec. 23. The cxmstitutlon of Local 
Branches. State Unions and the Na¬ 
tional Council Is the organic law of the 
organization, and can be altered or 
amendi-d only by the National Connell 
in meeting assemMed or by tne gen¬ 
eral organization through the Initlativs 
and Referendum. 

INITIATIVE A.ND REFERENDUM. 

Sec. 24. Upon application of five per 
cent of the membership any matter re¬ 
lating to the amendment of the constt- 
tntion, the calling of a special meeting 
of a State Union or the NatioDal. Conn¬ 
ell, or the removal of an officer, state 
or Mtional, shall be snbmitted to a 
dlrecl vote of the membership, tbrongh 
the Initiative and Referendnm. and a 
majority vote shall determine the re¬ 
sult. 1 


SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC HERALD. 


The Iffipairmeot of Motives to Exertion. 

FROn FRANKLIN M. SPRAGUE’S “SOCIALISM.” 


It 1 h .objected to t^ociallsui that It 
would iiupiiir the motives to exertlou, 
and thus clhuiulsh production and re¬ 
tard progress. "The purely economic 
argument against Socialism Is that it 
would be less etiicleut in producing 
wealth.” This is ’important If true. 
Mr. Jtae says, "The Incentives to en- 
■ergy of production would be relaxed.” 
Again he tells us that "producer’s 
wealth, they [Socialists] hoUl, should 
be couiiuon property, and neither Ite 
ownetl nor inherited by Individuals. If 
this theory w.ere to be enforced it 
would be fatal to progress.” 

It Is admitted that without incen¬ 
tive men ■will not labor; that without 
labor there can be no production; and 
that without production there can be 
no progress; and, further, that, caieterls 
paribus, in proportion as these causes 
operate will be their respective effects. 
But this Is not In Issue. The question 
is, would Socialism weaken Individual 
incentive and occasion the Ills wm- 
phiiiMKl ofV Mr. Uae answers In the 
afllrmatlve. Ilow does he know? lie 
does not. He boldly nssumes that st)-.| 
clety is still, and must continue to ix'. 
In that stage of di‘velopmeut In which. 
It every than fights for himself and all 
fight each other, "production” au<l 
“progress” will be greater than If nil 
the members of society should work 
together for a common end under a sys- 
tinn of co-operation. Such co-opera¬ 
tion Is Socialism. In opposing Social¬ 
ism, Mr. Bae finds It necessary to lay 
down thc/prlnclple that in dis-unlon 
there Is strength; a principle that an¬ 
tagonizes all history and experience. 

. The following considerations are per¬ 
tinent to this subject: 

1. Tlds objection does not affect the 
principles of Socialism, but only Us 
mixlus operand!. 

J!. The objection Is founded on the 
assumptions of the existing political 
economy, and Is true under this sys¬ 
tem. but has no application to a Social¬ 
istic state. Adam Smith said, "A per¬ 
son w-ho can acquire no property can 
have no other Interest but to eat as 
much, and to labor as little, as pos¬ 
sible.” ' He is speaking only of slave 
labor under a capitalistic regime. His 
statement Is a general truth. Under 
Sociallsu), where «!Very one is a free¬ 
man and a joint owner of the entire 
capital, and the conditions are differ¬ 
ent, toto coelo. It is unwarrantably de¬ 
clared that the results will be the same. 

3. It Is evident that no one can safely 
dogmatize In this matter. Dr. Woolsey 
frankly admits that “an unknown 
quantity enters Into the question. 
Everything dept-uds on the Influence 
of the new conditions of work and on 
the new causes in general acting upon 
the character of the workmen them¬ 
selves. VVllI they be made manly, self- 
relying, conscientious, and pn>vldent, 
or the opposite of all this?” 

4. It Is conce<led that an economic 
Interest on the part ^ the individual 
must be malntnMle«Uunder Socialism 
Scbmfile say^ “Soctalisin would 
have to glvd the individual at 
least as strong an Interest in 
the colhKitlve work ns he has under 
the. liberal system -at production. It 
would luive to secure to every sub- 
gropp a premium on extraordinary 
amounts of collective production, and 
a loss through collective slackness; 
... to besto'w effective distinction 
on all s])ecial success in technical de¬ 
velopment, and duly to reward great 
individual merit.” It by no means fol- 

, lows, however, that the interest in the 
one system need be exactly equal to 
that in the other. An excess of econo¬ 
mic zeal has destroyed the harmony 
and happiness of many lives. 

5. The objection under consideration 
proceeds on the assumption that econo¬ 
mic interest under any regime neces¬ 
sarily depemis for Its healthy exist¬ 
ence and operation upon the oppor¬ 
tunity and expectation of accumulat¬ 
ing private riches. This assumption 
cannot for a moment be admitted. 

6. Ina-imuch as the Income and social 
well-l»elng of every individual would 
depend, first, upon bis own zeal, and 
second, upon the zeal of others, he 
would 1)e donbly Interested in secur¬ 
ing the largest possible product; for 
his shaie of this product would meas¬ 
ure the amount of ’necessary comforts 
and luxuries -which he would receive. 
Each workman would, therefore, bare 
a personal interest In the work-of every 
other. A careless or lazy workman 
tvould receive less than the more 
worthy: every one would be Interested 
in the efficiency of labor, by which 
cost would be reduced and the social 
product Increased. So far from im¬ 
pairing the motive to effort, it Is easy 
to imagine almost any degree of hon¬ 
est pride and enthusiasrr. of labor 
when every workman had a personal 
interest in the work of every other; 
and. on the other hand, the detestation 
with which idleness and laziness would 
be regarded when these vices assumed 
the character of direct Injury to one’s 
fellows and of treason to the State. 

7. Betnuse public functionaries in a 
capitalistic state are often Indifferent 
as to economic results, it is erroneous¬ 
ly Inferred that the same would be 
true in the Socialistic state. “It 
would," we are told, ‘Tender universal 
the maladministration inherent in all 
public productive departments.” It is 
entirely overlooked that the conditions 
are wholly changed. Under capitalism 


the official has no. economic Interest at 
stake. Under Socialism, such interest 
is bound up with the results' of the 
social production. In the former case 
he draws his pay regardless of the 
quality of his work; in the latter, both 
pay and jmsltlon are affected by the 
quality of work. It is certain tlmt 
when political preferment and honor 
depended upon economic products, a 
stimulus, would be given to production. 

8. At present larg»: numbers do not 
work; they have no couPict with 
labor, no. Interest In lightening Its bur¬ 
den or improving its methods. Under 
Socialism, all are workers; all will 
therefore have an Interest in lightening 
the burden of labor, and we might 
reasonably exp«»ct an era of labor- 
saving Inventions such ns capitalism 
has never dreamei} of. 

0. There are other motives to ex¬ 
ertion even stronger than the desire 
of riches, but which are geuenilly 
lgnore<l by the critics of ^ciallsm. 
There are, besides the demands which 
satisfy merely physical wants, the love 
of glory, the desire of esteem, famlly- 
affectlo’u. the love of Justice, the pas¬ 
sion fur knowItHlge. and even the re¬ 
ligious principle, all of which are 
springs of human actlv-ity often more 
potent than the love for money; and 
when their activity and realization are 
made to depetid entirely uivm labor, 
manual, mental, nr moral, is It reason¬ 
able to supjmse tliat there would be 
any lack of Incentive to economic or 
other social effort? 

We have onl.v to witness the gen¬ 
erous and wholesome rlvalrlist among a 
tliousand college students where the 
stlmtdus of pwunlary reward Is un¬ 
known, to satisfy us on tills point. We 
sfH’ak from personal oiiservailon and 
knowledge In saying that we have 
never witnessed a nobler ambition 
and spirit of self-sacrifice than was 
dlsplayisl In the army thaUsuppresstsi 
the Rebellion. Soldiers, without the 
least regard to a money consldenition. 
vleil with each other In performing the 
most difficult and dangerous duties. 

Iti. The maxim, ^ach for all and all 
for each, admits and demands that 
only that kind of degr«*e of self-interest 
which is Just or tolerable in a state of 
society. 

11. It is inhcreutly prolaihle that 
prmluctl.on would lx> vastly greafeT 
when men assisted and encouniged 
each otlii*r. than when they op|>oseil 
and ruined each otlior. To hold to the 
contrar.v Is anarchistic, uuetlilcal and 
unnatural. 

12. The capitalistic system, b.v de¬ 
priving wage-workers of a Just share 
lu the product tends to destroy their 
interest in the work, and to render 
them lazy, wastefnl, and Inefficient. 
The bitterest and most universal 
complaint of employers of labor is. 
“The workmen take no Interest in their 
work.” 

■ 13. A clear distinction should be 
made Ik'IWih'ii tlie motives to efforts 
for a comfortable subsistence, and the 
motives to efforts for acquiring riches. 
It Is the la.st class of motives of which 
eapltidism is ever Jealous, hut for 
which Socialism, liacked b,v etaical sci¬ 
ence, declares the Judgment day to be 
at hand. 

14. The argument that Smte-help 
would Impair the motive to effort Is 
fallacious. It employs the term State- 
help ns the equivalent of charitv. It 
tbntrasts State-help with self-help un¬ 
der the capitalistic regime, and as 
snm<>s that Socialism will render all 
citizens objects of charity, quasi pau¬ 
pers, and ns such socially demondiztMl. 
Tills is a strange mistake. The very 
object of 8n<-lnlism Is to render State- 
h(>lp in this sense unnecessary. There 
is a seiisi; in which tlie State helps and 
must help Its members, Propertj-. as 
now con<-<>lved. can neither be nc<|ulred 
nor held without Uie aid of the State 
through Its laws. Stat<>-help. In pro¬ 
tecting life and limb, is demanded by 
all. Economically six’sKIng, men are 
liecoraing more and more dependent 
npon the help of each other. “In his 
economic position, and In the manner 
and In the success of his economic ac¬ 
tivity, and in all that pertains to his 
Income and to his resources, the In¬ 
dividual becomes dependent upon the 
economic activity and acts of others.” 

Indeed, all communication bv mall, 
telegraph or telephone Is through 
State-help. We cannot go anywhere, 
nor transport anything, nor engage in 
any business, without the,assistance 
and security otthe laws; that Is, with 
out State-help. This is the nature of 
State-help which Socialism will ren¬ 
der to Individuals. It will help them 
to help themselves. It will encourage 
them by removing obstacles which so¬ 
ciety now puts in their way. It will 
hrip them, as State-help, by Us roads 
and regulations, now assists a traveler 
on his way, and enables him to reach 
his destination. 

Besides these considerations which 
bear directly on the question before 
us, and render it at least Improbable • 
that HI the Co-operative Common¬ 
wealth the motive to effort would be 
impaired, production diminished, and 
progress retarded, another phase of 
the subject is worthy of attention. 
We will pass l»y the fact that even if 
the incentive to effort should b** some¬ 
what weakened, the large nnrober of 
present non-prodccera which would be 
added to the army of workers would 


greatly increase production; and the 
further fact that the immense waste 
of capitalism would be saved under 
Socialism, and. tend still further tb the 
total production. Suiumsc. then, that 
material “progress” was retarded; 
what would happe'h? Is it absolutely 
certain that society could not surrtve 
the terrible consequences should It 
slacken Its pjice in "making haste to 
be rich?” 

The most recent and significant 
voice of political economy .says, “To 
show that a praeiical measure •will 
create wealth Is not enough to com¬ 
mend It; The main qu(*stlon Is. what 
effect will it have on the entire life 
of the nation, also of huronnitv? The 
true starting |)oInt in economic dis¬ 
cussions is the ethical eo'inmuiilt.v, of 
which the individual Is a member." 
This Is well and brnvelv said. The 
race of nations Is not nlwn.vs to the 
swift. ThUi country would live longer 
If it lived more slowiv. Our mush¬ 
room growth. howeviT flattering to our 
vnnit.v. Is anything but ns.suring to the 
students of history. Tiie result of 
economic zeal under capitalism Is the 
vast necnmulntlon of private rlelies; 
and this. .If history repents Itself, will 
l)e the signal for national decnv and 
dissolution. Not until “silver was In 
Jerusalem ns stones.’' was tlie jiow- 
ernil kingdom of tin- Israelites divided 
and destro.ved. .Miglitv Rabvion sue- 
eiimlK'd. not to tlie armies of fyriis. 
but to the fatal revelry begotten of her 
wealth and splendor: and tlie wonder 


of the whole world liecanie “an aston- 
Ishment and a hissing, nltlioiit an In¬ 
habitant.’' 'I’he glory of Sparta de¬ 
parted with the acquisition of we.altb. 
A single sentence of the hlsrorian re¬ 
veals the eauBo of lu r fail: “The prlm'- 
tlve simplic ity of Spartan manm-rs had 
is'cn coiiiidetclv destroyed liy the col 
leetioti of wc»nltli into a few hands, 
and li.v the cons(M|uent progress of litx- 
ttry.” The rise and power of the dif- 
f-’rent stnt**s of ’rireece were eoiitem- 
iwirary with the liidiistrioitR habits of 
all tlie people. Clilefs and nobles nl 
first f’crformed manual, Iniior. and 
tlieir wives and daughters not only 
wove and simn. bur assisted tlieir 
slaves fetching water and wnsliliig 
garmetits: but with the at-cutnulatioii 
of wealth, and the consequent we.-ik- 
enlng of physical and moral fiber 
came nntiotial decay and ruin. 

Glblxin dates the decline of the Ro. 
man Empire from the aeces.<Uoii of 
Conimodiis. when the wealth of. all 
Euroiie. Asia and Africa lay nt her 
feet. In more recent times wiieii 
Spain began to overflow with gold tin 
der Charles T.. her national power and 
glory began to ebb. Prbfi>ssor Ely 
says truly, “Economic fon-es. an' 
prominent in the decay of civiliza¬ 
tion.” History fiirnlslies abundant ev¬ 
idence that In all ages cities and coun¬ 
tries become poiuilar and powerful, 
then iK’rlsh from their riches anil con¬ 
sequent moral rottennes.s. 

Mr. Rne tells us that “Socialists Ig¬ 
nore the civilizing value of private 
property and liiherltance." .V more 
imiKirtant question in the llglit of hl.s- 
tory Is. do political ccoiiouiists and ad¬ 
vocates of the capitalistic s.vstem ap- 
prei'lnte the deniornllzing and ruinous 
tendencies of these institutions? 

If ail social ‘‘progress'" depends on 
the amassing of property, nt what 
I'oint does siK-iet.v begin to progress 
backwards? 

This word “tirogress" may yet break 
the back of free Institutions. The no¬ 
tion is no'v practically lluilted to ma¬ 
terialism In Its broadest and grossest 
sense: it suggests gigantic financial 
seheiiies, the development of natural 
resourcest^ the utilization of tlie forces 
of nature, aud the material aggran¬ 
dizement of Individuals aud nations; 
lu a word, the enthronement of phys¬ 
ical science as paramount to all other 
considerations, temporal or eternal. 
Moral and iisychological seieui’e of in¬ 
finite importance to the race is com¬ 
paratively neglecteil and ignored. We 
do not worship “the good old tliiu-s,” 
nor do we t-are to have civilization set 
buck to primitive tlnips; but we have 
no objection to going back to what 
was good and belter than now. We 
foi-get that the world got along fairly 
Well without steam engines, reilrimds 
electric wires and printing presses’. 
Plato was something of a traveler and 
writer. .Socrates sncceded in getting 
around Athens without an elevated 
railway, and he understood tolerably 
well the art of conversation. Could 
Noah have availed himself of our 
“progress” and built the ark iti thirty 
days, the day of doom for the race 
would have bet’U liastened one hun¬ 
dred and twenty years. The “fulness 
of time,” according to Infinite wisdom, 
so far from being in the ninetcentb 
century, was two thousand years ago. 
Christ managed to get along without 
steam, and actimily went on foot 
through Palestine. Bacem and Shak- 
siieare, Franklin and Washington, 
without the telegraph and telephone, 
contrived to say and do some things 
worth remembering. Flatter our¬ 
selves as we may, material “progress” 
alone will never restore ’the lost arts,” 
bring back tlie as yet nnapproach^ 
.Attic culture, or introduce the millen¬ 
nium. We believe In “progress,” only 
do not let us as indlvldtials or nations 
seek to gain the whole world nt the 
expense of losing heaven both here 
and hereafter. 'Fhe sole condition of 
nil healthy, happy human life. Is mens 
Sana In corpore sano. 


THE PLATFORH. 

The Social Democratic Party of 
America declares that life, liberty and 
happiness for every man, woman and 
child are conditioned upon equal po¬ 
litical and economic rights. 

That prlvate o-wnershlp of the means 
of production and distribution of 
wealth has caused society to split Into 
two distinct classes w'itb conflicting 
interests, the small possessing class of 
capitalists or exploiters of the labor 
force of others and the ever-lncreaslng 
large dispossessed class of wage-work¬ 
ers, who are deprived of the soclally- 
due share of their product. 

That capitalism, the private own¬ 
ership of the mbans of production. Is 
responsiblle for the insecurity of sub¬ 
sistence, the poverty, ml.serj’ and deg¬ 
radation of the ever-growing majority 
of our ixxiple. 

That the same economic forces 
which have produced and now Inten¬ 
sify the capitalist system will compel 
the adoption of Socialism, the collec¬ 
tive ownership of the menus of produc-. 
tlon, for the common good and welfare, 
or result In the destrpctlon of civiliza¬ 
tion. 

That the trade union movement and 
indeiiendent political action are the 
chief emancipating factors of the 
working class, the one representing 
its economic, the other Its political 
wing, aud that both must cooiwrate 
to aliollsh the capitalist system of 
production and distribution. 

Therefore, the Social Democratic 
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Party of America declares Its object 
to be the establishment of a system of 
co-operntlve production and distribu¬ 
tion, through the restoration to the 
people of aU the means of production 
and distribution, to be administered 
by organized society In the interest of 
the ■whole people, and the complete 
emancipation of society from the dom¬ 
ination of capitalism. 

'fhe wage-workers and all those In 
sympathy w'lth their historical mis¬ 
sion to realize a higher civilization 
should Sever connection with all cap¬ 
italist and reform parties and unite 
with the Social Democratic Party of 
America. 

The control of political i»ower by 
the Social Democratic Party will be 
tantamount to the abolition of capi¬ 
talism imd of all class rule. 

The solidarity of labor connecting 
us with millions of class conscious fel¬ 
low workers throughout tjte civilized 
world will lead to International So¬ 
cialism, the brotherhood of man. 

As steps in this dlrectioti, we make 
the following demands: 

1. Revision of our antiquated Fed¬ 
eral Constitution in order to remove 
the obstacles to full and complete con¬ 
trol of government bj- all the iteople, 
irrespective of sex. 

2. The public ownership ot all indus¬ 
tries coitirolled by mouoiHjlies, trusts 
and combines. 

3. The public ownership of all rail¬ 
roads. telegraph, telephone, all means 
of transportation. communication, 
water works, gas and electric plants, 
and all other public utilities. - 

4. The public ownership of all gold, 
silver, copi>er, lead, coal, iron, and all 
other mines; also of all -oil and gas 
wells. 

5. Reduction of the hours of labor In 
proportion to the increasing facilities 
of production. 

(i. The Inauguration of a system of 
public works and Improvements for the 
employment of a large number of the 
unem])lo.ved, the public credit to be 
utiliz^ for that purpose. 

T. All useful inventions to be free to 
all, the Inventor to be remunerated by 
the public. 

8. Labor legislation to be made na¬ 
tional instead of local, and Intenin- 
tionnl where jmsslble. 

0. National Insurance of working peo¬ 
ple against accidents and lack of em¬ 
ployment and pensions In old age. 

10. Equal civil and iiolltlcal rights 
for women, and the nlwlition of all 
laws discriminating against women. 

11. The adoption of the Initiative and 
Referendum, and the right of recall of 
representatives by the voters. 

12. Abolition'<of war as far ns the 
United States are eonceriuHl. and the 
Introduction of international arbitra¬ 
tion Instead. 

The Social Democratic Party of 
America does not hojte for the estab¬ 
lishment of social order through the 
Increase of misery, but on the contrary 
expects Its coming through the deter¬ 
mined, united efforts of the workers 
of both city and country to gain and 
use the political pow>er to that end. 
In view of this we adopt the following 
platform for the purpose of uniting 
the workers in the country with those 
In the city: 

1. No more public la'nd to be sold, but 
to be utilized by the United States or 
the state directly for the public benefit, 
or leased to farmers In small parcels 
of not over (140 acres, the state to make 
strict regulations as' to improvement 
and cultivation. Forests and water¬ 
ways to be put under direct contrbl-.t^ 
the nation. 

2. Construction of grain elevators, 
magazines and cold storage buildings 
by the nation, to be used by the farm¬ 
ers nt cost. 

3. The postal, railroad, telegraph and 
telephone services to .be so united' that 
every post and railroad station shall 
be also a telegraph and telephone cen¬ 
ter. Telephone service for farmers, as 
for residents of cities, to be at cost. 

4. A uniform postal rate for the 
transportation of agricultural products 
on all railroads. ^ 

5. Public credit to be at the disposal 
of counties and towns for the improve¬ 
ment of yoads and soil and for irriga¬ 
tion and drainage. 


Branch No. 6 of the Social Den^™ 
Party of SL Louis, Mo., is pusbli^ 
good work. Sunday, July 24, In ^ 
afternoon, and evehlng, this ibr 
will b'lve a pleasant garden fesUi 
Eversback’s Garden, wrner of 
street and Gravols avenue, to vrh 
all comrades of St. Louis -and tl 
families arc urgently invited. Fam 
tickets are 10 cents. Zither music 
Comrades Dorn, Jost, Lavlnskl, 
and others, has been secured,’ aw r 
othei^good concert and dancing m i^s 
Songs, recitations, etc., are op the pta.! 
gram. Comrade G. A. Hoehn wttS 
si)eak on the subject, "The Birth oti 
the Social Democratic Party 
America.” Comrade Julius H. Frit 
'vlll give a fine recitation. One of tuai 
features of the fesUval will !» the 1 
singing of Socialist songs by all the I 
comrades on the ground. 

Every .Socialist «ud friend of 
oaupe whom this note reaches In St* 
Louis and vicinity should attend. It ■ 
will be a pleasant Sociajist gardeni 
festival aud an excellent Socialist maiai 
meeting at the same Ume. Don't for-^ 
get I he date—Sunday, July 24. 

THE CO-MMITTEE. 


BRANCH 3. ST. LOUIS. 


Bnineh 3. St. Louis, in meeting June.: 
28. took action on the delegates’ report 
on the convention made in the previow 
meeting. After a long discussion It 
was unanimously decided to with¬ 
draw from the S. D. of A. In meet¬ 
ing of July 12, after receiving a con-. 
stltutiou of the S. D. P. of •A., It was 
decided that this branch icorganize 
under the S. D. I*, of A., all members ■ 
expressing themselves lu fax or of in¬ 
dependent political action cu the lines - 
of International Socialism. We ate 
well pleased with the stand taken la 
regard to the trade union movement 
We aie glad to kpow that at last we 
have a Socialist party under whose 
banner tbc trade union can fight their 
oppres-sors on political Hues. We ore 
also well pleased to have our true 
Comrade E. V. Debs to lead us In the 
new party. 

May the oppressed throughout the 
laud take new boiie aud work jfor the. 
early establishment of the Co-operative 
Commonwealth. 

WM. BUESCHE. 

Secy. Missouri Branch No. 3. 
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